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Abstract. Evidence that establishes a relationship between the measured heat flux width
and a critical gradient model is presented. It is found that the critical pressure gradient
obtained from ideal, infinite-n ballooning mode theory is at or slightly above the
measured pressure gradient at the separatrix and scales similarly for several parameter
scans. In addition, the measured divertor heat flux width is well approximated by an
expression obtained from a kinetically corrected two-point model for the parallel heat
flux applied to the upstream profile measurements.
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