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Abstract

From numerical simulation and analytical modeling it is shown that fast ions can resonate with

plasma waves at fractional values of the particle drift-orbit transit frequency when the plasma

wave amplitude is sufficiently large. The fractional resonances, which are caused by a non-linear

interaction between the particle orbit and the wave, give rise to an increased density of resonances

in phase space which reduces the threshold for stochastic transport. The effects of the fractional

resonances on spatial and energy transport are illustrated for energetic particle geodesic acoustic

mode but they apply equally well to other types of MHD activity.
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