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Abstract.  Recent experiments on DIII–D have demonstrated the ability to sustain plasma conditions that

integrate and sustain the key ingredients of Advanced Tokamak (AT) operation: high β with 1.5 < qmin < 2.5,

good energy confinement, and high current drive efficiency. Utilizing off-axis (ρ = 0.4) electron cyclotron

current drive (ECCD) to modify the current density profile in a plasma operating near the no-wall ideal stability

limit with qmin > 2.0, plasmas with β ≈ 2.9% and 90% of the plasma current driven non-inductively have been

sustained for nearly 2 s (limited only by the duration of the ECCD pulse). Negative central magnetic shear is

produced by the ECCD, leading to the formation of a weak internal transport barrier even in the presence of

Type I ELMs. Separate experiments have demonstrated the ability to sustain a steady current density profile

using ECCD for periods as long as 1 s with β = 3.3 % and > 90% of the current driven non-inductively. In

addition, stable operation well above the ideal no-wall β limit has been sustained for several energy

confinement times with the duration only limited by resistive relaxation of the current profile to an unstable

state. Stability analysis indicates that the experimental β limit depends on the degree to which the no-wall limit

can be exceeded and weakly on the actual no-wall limit. Achieving the necessary density levels required for

adequate ECCD efficiency requires active divertor exhaust and reducing the wall inventory buildup prior to the

high performance phase. Simulation studies indicate that the successful integration of high β operation with

current profile control consistent with these experimental results should result in high β, fully non-inductive

plasma operation.
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