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ABSTRACT

Microstructural information for silicon-alloyed isotropic pyrolytic carbons of the
type used in heart valvesis obtained using x—ray diffraction, transmission electron micros-
copy, and scanning backscattered el ectron microscopy. This microstructural information is
described here. Each technique suppliesinformation that is not available from the others,
and only with the use of all three techniques can a complete microstructural description be
obtained.
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