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Plasma Pressure and Flows Near the Divertor
X-point! M.J. SCHAFFER, N.H. BROOKS, General Atomics, J.A.
BOEDO, R.A. MOYER, University of California, San Diego, R.C.
ISLER, Oak Ridge National Laboratory — Thomson scattering data
from the DIII-D tokamak show unexpectedly high electron pressures in
the X—point region relative to p. upstream on the same magnetic sur-
face. X—point overpressures occur on closed magnetic surfaces and on
open scrape-off layer (SOL) surfaces, but not on private flux surfaces.
Overpressures have been observed during both attached and partially
detached divertor conditions and in both Ohmic and ELMing H-mode
operation. Thus, the usual assumptions of uniform pressure on a closed
surface and monotonic pressure on a SOL surface are invalid. A model is
presented to explain the observations. The overpressures are predicted
to drive plasma flow parallel to the magnetic field. New Mach probe and
Doppler spectroscopic measurements of the flow are planned and will be
presented.
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